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Basic UNIX Commands
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Logging In
● Your login might look slightly diferent, 

depending on how you are connecting. The 
basic idea is that you must enter a USERID 
and PASSWORD.

$ is the command prompt as used in the book. 
Yours might look different, and can be changed.
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The shell
● The “shell” is the name of the program that 

allows you to type in commands and execute 
them

● There are several diferent shells – similar, 
but diferent in detail.

● Sometimes called a “command interpreter”
● We will use one that is the most popular on 

Linux and Macs: bash (“Bourne Again Shell”)
● Others are:

– sh (the original Bourne shell) 

– ksh (Korn shell)

– csh (C shell) 
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Logging Out

Or type exit
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Home (login) directory
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Quick Help:  man
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man Sections
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Listing fles
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Typing fles
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File Operations
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Directory Operations
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File Groups
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Changing File Attributes
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Editors

● An editor is used to create an (ASCII text) fle

● Generally, the editor you use is independent of the 
application (although sometimes they can help by 
syntax coloring).

● UNIX supports several editors:

–  vi  (or vim)

–  emacs

–  nano  (like wordpad on windows)
● “The best editor to use is the one you know”

● However, knowing a good programming editor is 
worth knowing, will save you time in the long run. 
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